THE   SPANISH  WAR
be forgone for lack of troops to exploit them    Not only
was this true, but also once a local success had been gained
it was not possible to attack again speedily at the same
or at a different point; there was no possibility of that
continued rain of blows described by Foch as the most
effective of all modern war methods    The tired troops
had to be rested, and it was not until the} had been rested
and their ranks replenished that it was possible for a fresh
attack to be staged.   This invariably gave the defeated
enemy time to recover, time to entrench himself, time to
bring up his reserves, and finally time to counter-attack.
General Franco was well aware of the deficiencies of
his army, and all these  months he was working hard,
forging new weapons in the shape of new regiments of the
regular army,  carefully trained in  the rear and then
accustomed to war conditions gradually by stages in the
front line, and also fresh banderas of the famous Legion,
drawn in a number of cases from an orderly influx of
several thousands of foreign volunteers, mainly Italian.
It was the Legionaries, four banderas of them, who
captured Pozuelo, not only the railway station this time,
but the whole village, which had been terribly damaged
by Nationalist air attacks. Here again it was patent that
the International Brigade had been employed and had
worked hard, for there were line after line of deep-dug
trenches, with concrete dug-outs and well-devised pill-
boxes for machine-guns. The Legionaries in four hours,
however, had swept through the heart of the Red
positions, and the Moors, advancing from Humera to
Aravaca, completed the day's victory by holding the whole
of the Corunna road to the point where it dips and crosses
the Manzanares to enter Madrid by the Iron Gate.
The Nationalists' losses were again severe. The Red
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